
 

 

 

 

1/9/2022 

 

Dear BAS Families and Staff, 

 Happy New Year to all of you and I hope that your 2022 is off to a great start.  We had 

an excellent first week back and are looking forward to a calm, stable and opportunity-filled 

2022 for our students.  In this follow-up communication, I will share the most up-to-date isolation 

and quarantine guidance for BAS students and staff as follows: 

 Instructions for Exclusion 
from the School 
Environment 

Instructions to Return to the 
School-Environment 

Isolation  Those with a positive test 
result should isolate for a 
period of 5 days, with day 0 
being the day symptoms start 
or a positive test is received.  

Return to school may occur on 
day 6 if symptoms have 
resolved or improved and a 
well-fitting mask is worn 
through day 10. After 5 days, if 
symptoms have not resolved 
or shown improvement, 
continue to isolate until 
symptoms improve or 10 days 
have passed. 

Isolation pending test 
results 

Symptomatic students or staff 
with a pending COVID-19 test 
should isolate until the result 
is received. 

If the test is negative, the 
student or staff member may 
return when symptoms 
subside.  If positive, see the 
isolation instructions above. 

Quarantine from a home 
exposure 

Unvaccinated individuals that 
come into close contact with 
someone with COVID-19 in the 
home environment should 
quarantine for at least 5 days.  
The date of exposure is 
considered day 0. 

A return to school may occur 
on day 6 if asymptomatic and 
wearing a well-fitting mask 
through day 10.  Vaccinated 
close contacts are excluded 
from this recommendation 
although masking is 
recommended through day 10. 

Identified cluster of cases in 
the school-environment 

In the case of an identified 
cluster of cases (3 or more 
cases that are possibly linked 
within a classroom or 
grouping), targeted 
interventions will be issued in 
collaboration with LCHD.  
Interventions may include 
short-term masking and/or a 
short-term shift to virtual 
learning for a classroom, a 
grade level or a school.   

The appropriate length of time 
for the short-term 
intervention will also be set in 
collaboration with LCHD.   

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/effective-masks.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/effective-masks.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/effective-masks.html


 

 

 

 

 

In my last communication on this topic, I shared this revised timing announced by the 

Center for Disease Control (CDC) before the New Year.  Soon after, the Michigan Department 

of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) issued a memo indicating that they needed more time 

to review these changes before endorsing them.  This led to some confusion last week, but the 

isolation and quarantine-timing recommendations are now aligned as presented above. 

As a district, we will continue our efforts to mitigate illness while also providing a needed 

sense of normalcy for our students.  In upcoming communications, I will be discussing some of 

the other risk factors for children that have presented themselves during COVID-19.  

Specifically, I will be sharing information about mental health, learning loss, behavior, and much 

more over the next few months.  Additionally, I will share information about the Mi Backpack 

Home Testing Program once we are notified of the next steps by the State.  This program will 

offer home testing kits for any BAS family interested in participating.  Finally, I am going to re-

share the list of the ways that we all can help to mitigate the spread of illness this winter:   

1. Stay home/Keep your child home when ill. 

2. Practice and reinforce good hygiene, especially handwashing and covering coughs and 

sneezes. 

3. Utilize physical distancing where appropriate. 

4. Consider the following LCHD recommendations as well: 

a. Facial coverings indoors – For those opting to mask, you may wish to consider 

the more effective N95/K95 or surgical mask over a traditional cloth masks. 

b. Surveillance testing 

c. Vaccinations and booster shots 

 

In closing, I want to thank you for your time and for your patience.  Wishing you and your 

families all the best for 2022.  Go Dogs! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Matthew S. Outlaw 
Matthew S. Outlaw 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_104699_104700_105077-572622--,00.html
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